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Kings. We have come from a great distance to
weep with you for the death of the French, and to
offer our Warriors to strike those hostile Nations
whom you may wish to designate. You have but
to speak. When I went over to France, the King
promised me his protection for the Prayer, and
recommended me never to abandon it. I will always
remember it. Grant then your protection to us and
to our black Robes.” He then gave utterance to the
edifying sentiments with which he was impressed
with regard to the Faith, as the Interpreter Baillar-
jon enabled us to half understand them in his
miserable French.

Mamantouensa spoke mnext. His harangue was
short, and in a style widely different from that which
is usual among the Savages, who a hundred times
repeat the same thing in the same speech.

‘“ There,” said he, addressing Monsieur Perrier,
‘““are two young Padouka slaves,™ some skins, and
some other trifles. It is but a small present which I
make you; nor is it at all my design to induce you
to make me one more costly. All that I ask of you
is your heart and your protection. I am much more
desirous of that than of all the merchandise of the
world, and when I ask this of you, it is solely for
the Prayer. My views of the war are the same as
those of Chikagou, who has already spoken. It is
useless therefore for me to repeat what you have
just heard.”

Another old Chief, who had the air of an ancient
Patriarch, then rose. He contented himself with
saying that he wished to die as he had lived, in the
Prayer. ‘‘ The last words,”” added he, ‘‘ which our
Fathers have spoken to us, when they were on the



